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Illinois  farmers  and  the  agri-business  com¬ 
munity  have  another  voice! 

The  Office  of  the  Attorney  General  —  known 
statewide  for  its  aggressive  efforts  against 
consumer  fraud,  environmental  hazards  and 
many  other  concerns  too  large  and  too  com¬ 
plex  for  individual  citizens  to  battle  —  has 
been  restructured  to  make  the  protections  of 
the  law  more  available  to  more  people. .  .peo¬ 
ple  like  senior  citizens,  the  handicapped,  crime 
victims,  and  now. .  .the  agricultural  communi¬ 
ty. 

Why  an  agricultural  division  in  the  Illinois  At¬ 
torney  General’s  Office? 

Because  farming  is  the  single  most  impor¬ 
tant  business  in  our  state.  Almost  80  percent 
of  the  state’s  total  land  —  some  28  million 
acres  —  is  farmland  and  agriculture  generates 
approximately  $10  billion  annually  for  the  Il¬ 
linois  economy. 


GRAIN  ELEVATOR  FAILURES 


Until  1983,  for  example,  Illinois  was  plagued 
with  a  growing  number  of  bankruptcies  of 
grain  elevators  and  warehouses  and  hundreds 
of  Illinois  farm  families  suffered  serious  cash 
losses.  Individual  consumer  lawsuits  against 
firms  without  assets  were  clearly  not  the 
answer.  So,  Attorney  General  Hartigan  and  the 
state’s  major  farm  groups  drafted  legislation 
to  create  an  Illinois  Grain  Insurance  Fund.  To¬ 
day  it’s  law  —  without  cost  to  the  taxpayers! 
The  first  payment  from  the  new  fund  — 
$973,600  —  was  authorized  on  June  27,  1984, 
in  the  failure  of  a  Waverly  (III.)  elevator. .  .little 


more  than  four  months  after  the  elevator’s 
financial  collapse. 

At  another  level,  an  insurance  company 
recently  sold  so-called  “tax  shelter”  plans  to 
older  Illinoisans  in  rural  areas.  One  of  their 
prime  pitches:  To  save  heirs  from  selling  off 
the  family  farm  to  pay  estate  taxes. 

The  catch:  The  so-called  “tax  shelter”  was 
nothing  more  than  ordinary  insurance.  As  a 
result  of  the  Attorney  General’s  quick  action, 
the  company  agreed  to  refund  more  than  $1.7 
million  to  purchasers  of  the  plan,  plus  payment 
of  $150,000  in  civil  penalties  and  costs  to  the 
State  of  Illinois. 


RURAL  CRIME  RATE 


Of  equal  concern,  farmers  continue  to  be  hit 
by  thefts  of  machinery,  livestock  and,  most 
recently,  herbicides.  Farmers  can  ill-afford 
such  losses  on  top  of  peak  energy  and  fuel 
costs,  increased  expenses  for  farm  services, 
feed,  taxes  and  fertiliziers  —  and  sharply 
reduced  irjcomes. 


Include  the  Attorney  General’s  responsibili¬ 
ty  as  the  legal  representative  of  the  state’s 
scores  of  soil  and  water  conservation  districts. 
And  he  is  the  attorney  for  the  Illinois  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture  and  the  State  Fair. 

It’s  just  common  sense  to  deal  with  these 
common  problems  via  a  special  division  that 
concentrates  on  the  concerns  of  Illinois 
agriculture. 


UNIT  TAKING  SHAPE 


The  new  Attorney  General’s  Agricultural 
Law  Division  is  already  at  work,  staffed  by  in¬ 
dividuals  with  broad  backgrounds  in  farming 
and  in  farm  law.  One  member  of  the  new  unit, 
for  example,  Vas  raised  on  a  grain  and 
livestock  farm  and  was  an  instructor  in 
agriculture  before  he  obtained  a  law  degree. 
Another  member  of  the  division  served  in  the 
legislative  process  with  the  House  Agriculture 
Committee.  All  members  of  the  unit  have  one 
purpose  —  to  protect  Illinois  farmers  and  their 
families. 
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To  Illinois  Farnners  and 
Farm  Businesses: 

In  the  1970’s,  as 
Lieutenant  Governor,  I 
worked  with  almost 
every  farm  group  in  the 
state  in  an  effort  to 
upgrade  the  buildings 
and  grounds  at  the 
State  Fair  and  to  have 
the  Fair  directed  by  an 
elected  board  of 
farmers  and  represen¬ 
tatives  of  agri-busi¬ 
ness.  Many  of  these  same  groups  also  asked 
me  to  join  them  in  the  fight  for  a  new  School  of 
Agriculture  at  the  University  of  Illinois  and  to 
save  the  Century  III  food  program. 

Add  to  this  the  first  significant  progress  of 
the  Abandoned  Mined  Lands  Reclamation 
Council  —  which  I  headed  —  to  restore 
thousands  of  Illinois  acres  made  useless  by 
mining. 

Creating  an  Agricultural  Law  Division  in  the 
Office  of  the  Attorney  General  is  a  natural  ex¬ 
tension  of  these  earlier  efforts  and,  at  the 
same  time,  recognition  that  farm  problems 
have  not  become  fewer  or  smaller,  but  more 
complex  and  more  intense. 

The  Agricultural  Law  Division  is  designed  to 
concentrate  on  those  problems  and  aggessive- 
ly  seek  solutions  for  the  state’s  single  most  im¬ 
portant  business. 


NEIL  F.  HARTIGAN 
Attorney  General  of  Illinois 
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DIRECT  INQUIRES  TO: 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
NEIL  F.  HARTIGAN 
AGRICULTURAL  LAW  DIVISION 
500  SOUTH  SECOND  STREET 
SPRINGFIELD,  ILLINOIS  62706 
217/782-9092 

or  PHONE  TOLL  FREE: 


1-800-252-8666 


